Getting started with EasyDNNnews (6.x)

The installation of EasyDNNnews module isn't different from the installation of any other DNN module.
After you have installed EasyDNNnews module, on the list of installed modules there will appear 6 new
modules. They are EasyDNNnews, EasyDNNnews Calendar, EasyDNNnews Categories Menu,

EasyDNNnews Search and EasyDNNnews Widgets.

EasyDNNnews

EasyDNNnews is the main module whose function is to add and display articles, manage articles and the
entire content, set up all the important settings and there are a whole lot of other functionalities.
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Other modules that come with EasyDNNnews module are also called satellite modules, for their
functionalities are linked with the main news module. Let's see what these modules' functionalities are.

EasyDNNnews Calendar module is used to display published articles in the calendar and the archive.
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EasyDNNnews Categories Menu module displays article categories.

(ategories

Food
Tourism
Animals
Cars
Interiors
Flowers
Watches
Beverages
Cakes
Mixed One
Mixed Two
Real estates
Cars

Events



EasyDNNnews TagCloud module displays tags used in the articles and makes it possible to search
through articles that contain key words.

Tags

EasyDNNnewsSearch module makes it possible to search through published articles.

EasyDNNnews Widget is a module that allows for some advanced types of displaying and filtering
articles, but this module's functionalities will be the subject of some future article.

Now that we've become familiar with the modules coming with EasyDNNnews, let's start putting our
blog page together.

Let's suppose you have successfully installed your module, but haven't used it yet. First we go to
Modules menu, where we'll locate the main news module and add it to the page. Click on Modules
menu, then Add new modules. Find EasyDNNnews module and drag it to the page. In older versions of
DNN, modules used to be added in a slightly different way, but if you're a user of an older version of



DNN, you surely know how to add modules to the pages in these versions.

If you've installed the module's commercial version, you need to activate the module before you can use
it. Enter the Invoice ID you got when you purchased it and click on the Activate button. The Trial version
of the module doesn't need to be activated, and you can use it without any limits for the next 15 days.

%[
EasyDNNNews

EasyDNNnews Activation

Please enter invoice id: gy

When you add the module to your page for the first time, you'll notice the text Start adding articles.
Click on that text in order to initialize starting settings and prepare the module to be used.

%] <)
EasyDNNNews

Welcome to the EasyDNNnews module

Click here to setup the module and start adding articles: Start adding articles

After the module has been initialized, it starts featuring a toolbar with the buttons Add article, Article
manager, Dashboard and Settings. Clicking on the Add article button opens the interface for adding and

editing articles.

EasyDNNNews

S Add article '/Articleeditor B Dashboard 1.)' Settings

In title field enter the article's title. Subtitle is an optional field, and you can leave it alone. Then we
choose one or more categories we wish to add the article to. After installing the module, only one



category will be present here — Uncategorized — and you can add more categories in the Category

manager.
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Title €§
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In the summary field we add a short text to be displayed in the list of articles.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Pellentesque at enim nisi. Integer vel pharetra nisl, eget
laoreet eros. Nam ultricies nec nisl vitae pellentesque. Nam eget imperdiet nulla, sed tincidunt turpis. Pellentesque
pulvinar elit ac mi lacinia feugiat. Pellentesque tincidunt pharetra arcu, eget congue libero ullamcorper eget.

Design HTML Preview Words: 48 Characters: 334 /A

In the content field we add the full text of the article that will be displayed when we open the article.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Pellentesque at enim nisi. Integer vel pharetra nisl, eget
laoreet eros. Nam ultricies nec nisl vitae pellentesque. Nam eget imperdiet nulla. sed tincidunt turpis. Pellentesque
pulvinar elit ac mi lacinia feugiat. Pellentesque tincidunt pharetra arcu, eget congue libero ullamcorper eget.
Suspendisse varius velit at neque blandit faucibus. Etiam malesuada turpis non cursus condimentum. Proin sit
amet nulla erat. Aenean dignissim eleifend cursus. Integer laoreet nec diam ac euismod. Morbi laoreet arcu non
tempus pulvinar.

Phasellus a imperdiet libero, et fringilla libero. Vivamus eget pellentesque massa. Fusce metus ligula, dictum at
sagittis eget, tristique nec lorem. Aliquam at mollis arcu. Aenean sed magna massa. Nullam eget erat fringilla,
pharetra nisl at, aliquet urna. Sed eget volutpat nibh. Vestibulum ut mattis risus. Cras at enim bibendum nulla
viverra volutpat vestibulum sit amet mi. Fusce id molestie augue. Morbi tempus mauris ante. Sed imperdiet sapien
odio, sit amet tristique augue ultrices sit amet. Nam mi lacus, faucibus eu viverra et, fermentum pharetra nisl. Duis
sit amet diam eget eros aliquet accumsan. Curabitur arcu arcu, pretium a iaculis commodo, ullamcorper quis velit.
Donec in erat et ante semper porta sit amet eu mauris.

Duis vel odio et nunc fermentum commodo vitae quis libero. Vivamus sit amet nisl tincidunt, vestibulum diam non,
porttitor massa. In eu mauris lorem. Aliquam rutrum, dolor et tristique ullamcorper, arcu massa placerat dolor, at
accumsan odio odio non mauris. Maecenas sit amet ultricies tellus, id consectetur nisl. Duis id lacinia justo.
Maecenas vitae felis quis nunc viverra volutpat a sollicitudin quam. Donec id quam sed nulla porta posuere quis
vitae neque. Nulla ac accumsan ante. Sed pharetra, diam id accumsan laoreet, nisl elit venenatis nulla, non
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Show/Hide token list

In the article tags field we can add one or more tags, separated by a comma. Tags are key words or
terms that describe the article.
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After adding tags, we get to Gallery panel, where we can add images into the article directly from our
computer. Click on the Add gallery button, then the Select images button.

Gallery Panel

Q THE GALLERY IS EMPTY ADD GALLERY

..then the Select images button.

Gallery Panel

@ | SELECT IMAGES ‘ ’@ START UPLOAD

SN No file chosen 5

Select images from your computer and click on the Open button. This will display thumbnails of images
you've selected in the Gallery panel. Now all that is left to do is click on "Start upload" button, and
images will be uploaded into the article.
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One of the added images can be marked as a main article image. The main article image is used as an
introductory image, and it will serve to create thumbnails for the article's display in the list of articles.
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Article image added.
|#| Show main article image on article list
|| Show main article image
2 THIS IMAGE IS SELECTED AS MAIN ARTICLE IMAGE

Finally, let's save the article by clicking on the Save article button, or any other Save button.

1 Draft Article (o) Publish Article
e

Save and close L

We can see that our first article has been added. You may notice that the image we've marked as Main
Article image is displayed along with the article on the list of articles, and the introductory image in the
article has been displayed as well.



(E'J Add article )_/ Article editor i Dashboard 9'225 Settings

/ Edit Article
My first article

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Pelientesgue at enim nisi.
Integer vel pharetra nisl, eget laoreet eros. Nam ultricies nec nisl vitae pellentesque.
Nam eget imperdiet nulla, sed tincidunt turpis. Pellentesque pulvinar elit ac mi lacinia
feugiat. Pellentesque tincidunt pharetra arcu, eget congue libero ullamcorper eget.

Author: SuperUser Account 0 Comments Article rating: No rating el
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{Tl W Tweet 0 8+1| o Share 0 & Share

F—.

Author: SuperUser Account 0 Comments Rate this arficle: No rating fr st sy v &

Categories: Uncategorized Number of views: 3

Tags:

/" Edit Article

Leave a comment

Comment:

Add comment

All the images we've added are located at the article's bottom. If you're using integration with
EasyDNNgallery module, instead of the default gallery you can choose between several different

displays and themes.
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But let's go back to our EasyDNNnews module. The next button on the toolbar is the Article manager.
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In the Article manager we can perform various actions on articles that have already been added. Here
we can open an article to edit it afterwards, we can delete it, localize it into other languages and similar.

In the Article manager you can also see some information about the article, such as publish date, expire
date, last modified date. It can also be seen who the article's author is, and there is brief statistics and
the article's status. If we click on the Show filter settings, we can filter articles in the Article manager.
This is especially useful when there is a large number of published articles, so filtering helps us to easily
find just the articles we need. Let's go back from the Article manager to our news module. We can close
the Article manager by clicking on the Close button.
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The next button on our toolbar is the Dashboard. The Dashboard is a control place, and from here we
can perform all activities and manage everything.

DASHBOARD
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Let's just briefly explain all the possibilities of the Dashboard. Clicking on Add article opens the interface
for adding and editing articles, that you're already familiar with. You're familiar with the Article Manager

as well.

In "Approve articles" you can approve articles that need approval before they are published. In

"Comments" you can manage all comments on articles.

In "Category manager" we add new and manage the existing article categories.
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In "Tags" we manage all tags published in articles.

In "Tokens" we can create custom tokens that can be used in templates and text. "Gallery management"
can be used if EasyDNNgallery module has been integrated, and it opens the interface for gallery
management in EasyDNNgallery.

In "Author profiles" you can add profile information about the article author, such as biography, links to
social networks, profile picture and more.

In "RSS import" we can add a feed from another site, whose articles will then be loaded into
EasyDNNnews module.

In "System notifications" we can set up sending notifications about new articles, approval requests,
notifications about new comments, et cetera.

In "Custom fields" additional fields are created that can be included into your articles.

Now we come to "Settings". From the view of hierarchy, there are two types of settings in
EasyDNNnews. The Module settings are settings only valid for the module we set up individually, while
the Default settings are valid across the entire DNN portal for all news modules. We will discuss settings
in more detail later.

In "General settings" it is possible to set up jQuery options, the number of article revisions saved in
history, we can set up the appearance of page title, and it is also possible to switch on the option to
manually add DNN roles into permissions of EasyDNNnews module.

In "Cross portal sharing" you can set up the options of sharing articles with other DNN portals.
In "API connections" we set up connections with Twitter and Facebook to enable articles to be

automatically posted to social networks. Now that we've got familiar with the Dashboard, let's get back
to the news module again. The last button left in the toolbar is Settings.

14



As you can see, the Settings of EasyDNNnews module are organized by sections, and you can determine
for each section whether to use Default settings or Module settings. Clicking on one of the sections
opens a panel with options.

News Settings

This module instance is using:

Custom settings (instance) ( Default setings (portal)
. bl = gs(p Expand all | Collapse all

(1] Permissio o Default settings Module instance (override default)
| 2] Main display setting » Default settings Module instance (override default)
g Multi module article display » Default seitings Module instance (override default)
‘u Filter articles (by categories, at ithors, events ...) Default settings (e Module instance (override default)
EJ Article rating and approval & Default settings Module instance (override default)
) Template and theme selection Default settings (@) Module instance (override default)
i Main article image o Default settings Module instance (override default)
&3 Arti le gallery age upload » Defauit settings Module instance (override default)
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Module settings are settings valid only for the current module, and Default settings are valid for all the
modules on the portal. Such organization of settings allows us to combine Default settings and Module
settings. So, for example, in the section Permissions we can use the Default settings valid for all the
instances of the module, while Main display settings can be switched to Module instance settings to set
up the options that will be valid only for the current instance of the module.

If we wish to use Module settings for any particular section, it is necessary to switch settings to Custom
settings. Since EasyDNNnews is a really powerful module, there are lots of options that can be set up.
However, to begin using the module, it is NOT necessary to set up all the options. Let's start by getting
you familiar only with the most important and the most frequently used ones.

Section 1 — Permissions. Here you can accurately set up permissions available to users, such as who can

add articles, which categories can they add them to, as well as who can see all the articles or just articles
from certain categories. Here you can also set up additional permissions, such as the option to download
document from within articles, option to comment on articles and similar.
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n Permissions » Default settings Module instance (override default)
Role permissions:
Role

Administrators

Editors
Registered Users
Subscribers

Transiator (en-US)

Unauthenticated

Users

Unverified Users

User permissions:

Add user by username

Section 2 — Main display settings. Here you can set the main option of article display, such as type of
display, the number of articles per page, selection and setup of pagination and similar.

g4 Main display settings « Default settings Module instance (override default)
O |Atice v
o |5 |
o
o [ |
o | current module instance v
Pagination settings:
(i ] v
(i ]
o [0
Localization:
i)
Module container:
(i}
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Section 4 - Filter articles. In this section we set which articles will be displayed in this instance.

EasyDNNnews is a centralized module, wh

ich means that all articles are available in all instances, but in

this section we can accurately determine which articles will be displayed here.

k3 Main display settings

i ]

i)

i)

i)

i)
Pagination settings:

i)

i)

i)
Localization:

i)
Module container:

i)

Section 6 — Template and theme selection
as well as HTML templates to be used.

K Template and theme selection

Article list theme:

Article list template:

Article list display style:
Article details theme:
Article details template:
Article details display style:

Article comments template:

@ e e e e e e

Enable theme changing in article:

o Defauit settings Module instance (override default)
| Article v |
5 |
0 |
| Current module instance v
v
[10

. In this section we select themes for the list and article details,

Default settings  (e) Module instance (override default)

| NewsTwo v

| List_Article_Default.ntm v |

| Default style v |

| NewsTwo v |

| Details_Article_Defaulthtm v |

| Default style v |

| Comments_Defaulthtm v |
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To just get familiar with the module, you can leave the default settings, you don't need to set anything
up in order to publish your first articles. However, to get familiar with all the possibilities of the module,
we recommend you to study all the sections of settings. If you position your mouse above the letter “i”
and next to each individual option, that option will be explained to you in a tooltip. This is a good way for
you to become familiar with the module's possibilities really fast.

And finally, all the changes we've made in the settings need to be saved.

20 SEO URL settings Portal only
ki) Google maps settings Portal only
e —
Save setfings Save & Close
C—

Next we want to organize our articles in a better way, add a category menu, calendar and archive, tag
cloud and a search engine. For that, we'll use satellite modules that have been installed along with the
main EasyDNNnews module.

First we'll add a Search module that searches through articles. Click on DNN menu Modules. Find the
module EasyDNNnews Search and drag in onto the page.

< Elk3

Ean & Edit Settings

Click on Edit settings. Here you can set up many options related to searching, but for the time being you
can leave all the default settings, just select a theme and display style.
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Search settings

Select EasyDNNnews module to open search results: ) ] Home - EasyDNNNews (ID:426) v
Search specific options:
(@ Simple search ()Advanced search
Search articles and events §) (¥l Articles [#] Events
Searching of past events: §) (/ShowAll @Limit to number of days: [0 ]
Serach button position: §) | Outside search textbox v ’

(@ Search title and subtitle

Search options: §) (_)Search article
/Search title, subtitle and article

Auto complete box: §) v

Theme and template:
Module theme: @ | NewsOne v |

Module display style: €} | Default style v |

Filter:
Search all categories on portal: ) 4l

Search all authors on portal: §) vl

e [ st o | oo
Save the settings by clicking on the Save button. After that, the Search module is configured to be used.

Next thing we want is to add the module for displaying categories. Click again on DNN menu Modules,
select Add new module and look for the module EasyDNNnews Categories Menu. Drag the module onto

the page.
& Edit Settings
g %[+
EasyDNNNewsCategoryMenu

Categories
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Click on the Edit settings.

News Category menu

Permissions:
Select permission source: §) #None ()Portal (_jModule
Menu specific options:
Select menu type: §) e Category menu _Author menu
Display articles and events: §) |#] Articles (#| Events
Displaying of past events: §) (_/ShowAll (e)Limit to number of days: |Z|
Display header: €) v
Select module to display results: | Home - EasyDNNNews (ID:426) v |
Expand all: ) 3
Expandtolevel: ¢ [ |:]
Theme and template:
Module theme: @ [ NewsTwo v
Module display style: §) | Default style v
Module htm template: ¢ | TemplatedMenu_CategoriesMenu.htm v
Filter:
Select categories to display: §) || Display all categories and subcategories
All Authors: €9 U]
Localization:

Do not count articles if they do not have content for )
selected language

Here too we can leave all the default settings, we'll just select the theme and display style. Now we have
a categories menu on the page.

Now we want to add a calendar and archive. We open click on the DNN menu Modules, select Add New
Module, find the module EasyDNNnews Calendar and drag it onto the page.
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< B

EaS! [#@ Edit Settings

«  September 2014 »
2 4 5 6 7

8 ] 10 11 12 | 14
15 16 17 n 12 2( 2

Archive
=] 2014, September (3)

= 2014, January (1)

Click on Edit settings.
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Calendar settings

Permissions:
Select permission source: §) @None (_Portal (JModule
Module specific options:
Display calendar: §) v
Calendar type: €) @ Simple ( )Advanced
Dispiay articles and events: §) ) Articles [_] Events (Start to end date) [_] Events (Publish date)
Enable tooltip: @)
Open articles in news module instance: §) | Home - EasyDNNNews (ID:426) v
Select the first day of the week: §) |W
Display archive: ) 4
Type of view: § (#By month ( By year
Display articles and events: §) ] Articles (¢ Events
Template: @) |m
Open monthly archive articles in news module instance: §) | Home - EasyDNNNews (ID:426) v |
Display header: §) 4
Display upcoming events: €}
Theme:
Module theme: @ [ NewsOne v |
Module display style: € |W|
Filter:

Select categories to display articles from: §) || Display all categories and subcategories

Display articles from all authors in the portal: ) ]

Localization:
Do not show articles if they do not have content for €}
selected language:

In the options we'll select the display of calendar and archive. Then we'll select the theme and display
style. Finally we save the settings. Our page now features a calendar and articles archive.

Blog pages usually feature the popular tag cloud, so that's what we're also going to add. Just like with all
the previous modules, we drag EasyDNNnews Tag Cloud module onto the page.

& Edit Settings

g %+
EasyDNNnews TagCloud

We click on Edit settings.
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Tag cloud Settings

Permissions:
Select permission source: §) e None (" Portal ()Module
Tag cloud specific options:
Number oftags: € |10 i
Sorting: @ | Tag name v |
Show tag count: €
Open tag cloud links in news module instance: ) \ Home - EasyDNNNews (ID:426) v |

Display header: €} v

Dynamically display tags from the selected category: €)

Theme and template:
Module theme: @ | NewsTwo v |
Module display style: §) \ Default style )4
Module htm template: @ | Tag_Cloud v |
Filter:
Display articles and events: ) «| Articles ¢ Evenis
Displaying of past events: ) ShowAll @ Limit to number of days \0 [
Select categories to display tags from: §) | Display tags from all categories

Display articles from all authors in the portal: §) v

Localization:
Do not show tags from articles if they do not have §)
content for selected language

(o [ oo | o

We'll leave all the default settings, we'll just select the theme and display style. And finally, our blog page
contains all the elements that a good blog page should have.

In our example we haven't tweaked any settings, we've left all the default settings as they were.
However, you've become familiar with the basic functionalities of the module. If you dig a bit deeper into
the settings, you'll notice that the possibilities of tweaking are very generous indeed, which allows for a
virtually unlimited number of uses. EasyDNNnews is a great blog tool, but its possibilities by far surpass
the mere functionality of a blog module. EasyDNNnews is being used by many serious portals and
magazines around the world. It is also a great solution for events, announcements and all kinds of
documentation. Thanks to its custom fields, EasyDNNnews makes a perfect tool for various Internet
directories and classifieds. If you have any questions or need assistance for any reason, feel free to
contact our support team.

Thanks for reading.
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